Five hermit crab specimens that lived in sinistral shells were recorded. Four were small individuals of Diogenes gardineri, one a Calcinus latens juvenile, all four in shells of the family Triphoridae from Okinawa, Japan, and one was a large male crab, Clibanarius vittatus, in a Busycon (Sinistrofulgur) contrarium shell from Florida, U.S.A.
INTRODUCTION
Hermit crabs are known to dwell usually in dextral gastropod shells, because most gastropod species found in the marine environment possess dextral shells. However, rarely sinistral forms occur. For example, the sinistral family Triphoridae contains more than 100 species that are distributed in the Indo-West Pacific coral reef environment (Habe & Kosuge, 1966; Higo & Goto, 1993) . In the wild, the number of empty shells is usually in short supply for hermit crabs (Imafuku, 1983; Scully, 1983) . When dextral shells are difficult to obtain, the potential for hermits to utilize sinistral shells might affect their chances of survival. Here we confirm that hermit crabs may dwell in sinistral shells. fig. 1 . On the coast where these crabs in sinistral shells were found, many of the same hermit crab species were found to live in dextral shells of various gastropod species. Thus, the crabs in sinistral shells
were exceptional or at least very rare. 
